the editor in a fascinating chapter concerning the founder and the meetings, held at first in taverns in 1773 and subsequently in premises belonging to the Societyfrom Crane Court in 1774 eventually to 11 Chandos Street in 1872. Subsequent chapters deal with various aspects of the Society's history, with a description by Sir Eric Riches of the Medley painting which Dr James Sims, president for twenty-two years, received from the artist in lieu of a fee. The library, with a notable legacy of two thousand five hundred volumes from Lord Lister, is described in an interesting contribution by the present librarian, Mr G B Woodd-Walker.
The illustrations are excellent and the book is strongly recommended not only to Fellows of the Medical Society of London, to whom it should have a special appeal, but to anyone interested in the evolution of medical societies and their history over the past two hundred years. GUY 
BLACKBURN
The Early Diagnosis ofthe Acute Abdomen by Sir Zachary Cope BA MD MS FRCS 14th ed pp 210 illustrated £1.20 London: Oxford University Press 1972 This remarkable book was first published in 1921 and British surgery will always owe a great debt to Sir Zachary Cope for his original contributions to the subject of the early diagnosis of the acute abdomen. Apart from its great historic interest the most valuable part of this book is undoubtedly in the stress it lays upon the necessity of taking a detailed history from every patient suspected of having acute abdomen. This edition is a fitting tribute to one of the doyens of abdominal surgery.
I MCCOLL
The Scientific Fundamentals of Surgery by J Gwynne Brockis chM FRCS FRACS ppx+719 £10 London: Butterworths 1972 This is an attempt by its author to cover all aspects of the underlying principles of modem surgery. Mr Brockis has produced a comprehensive review of most of the major areas. The express purpose was to provide a source of reference for those about to embark on laboratory research projects and a review for those preparing for the FRCS.
The book is clearly worth while but, as the author himself noted, the difficulties of one person covering such a wide range of topics can be substantial. For those requiring scientific and up-to-date information before embarking on a research project the book is likely to prove somewhat inadequate. A number of current areas of basic surgical research receive scanty coverage, for example, the gastric mucosal barrier, selective vagotomy and the work on the composition of bile in relation to gallstone formation, and the physiology of respiratory failure. In summary, this book is well written and moderately comprehensive; the author's largely successful effort to cover such a wide range of material in depth is a great achievement. Those most likely to find it useful are final year students and those revising for FRCS examination. This short book is the first of a series of monographs which aim to present simultaneously the clinical, structural and functional aspects of diseases of different systems. It provides an excellent introduction to nephrology and is ideal for the medical student or junior doctor, who is meeting patients with renal disease for the first time. Any who wish to delve further into their patients' problems may consult a number of references which are given at the end of each chapter. Mr Paine has written an entertaining and informative guide for the plain man who wants to know more about the hospitals in which we are told he is likely, on average, to be a patient two or three times in his life. As a compendium it covers the subject in breezy style with only a stray hint of the facetious, and moves from history to organization and costs, doctors, nurses and the rest of the hospital team as well as explaining the realities of being a patient. It has a useful chapter on hospital terminology and abbreviations.
As a panoramic photograph of hospitals in the early 1970s it will be invaluable to the future social historian though the detail which is given may well need frequent updating if it is to remain an accurate reference for the potential patient.
There are few points to make the professional eyebrow rise and this is a book to be recommended to the professional reader as well as to his patient. The black and white illustrations are somewhat stark, but the book is a mine of information and fills a need which, to my knowledge, has never before been met.
